INTRODUCTION

Treitschke, the national historian of Germany: 'If our Empire has
the courage to follow an independent colonial policy with deter-
mination, a collision of our interests and those of England is unavoid-
able. It was natural and logical that the new Great Power of
Central Europe had to settle affairs with all Great Powers. We
have settled our accounts with Austria-Hungary, with France,
with Russia. The last settlement, the settlement with England,
will probably be the lengthiest and the most difficult." (P. 409.)

"Unfortunately, Treitschke's doctrine is the belief of the mass of
the German people. The essential fact is that an overwhelming
majority of Germans regard war with England as inevitable.
Germanism, they say, must and will prevail, for it is the most vital
and the most self-sacrificing of the forces of the day." (P. 409.)

"Others (in England) believe that the aggressive policy of Ger-
many, which no one denies, is the policy of the bureaucracy and
the military caste only, and that the German people, growing
restive under that tyranny, will shortly refuse to be a party to the
extravagant policy of aggrandisement." (P. 416.)

"There is little doubt that the German people are far from
reversing the national policy of their Government." (P. 418.)

"The Germans will never surrender Germanism, for they are
determined to stand beside the Greeks and the Romans, and per-
haps the Anglo-Saxons in their palmy days, as one of the peoples
who have wrought their mark on the history of all time." (P. 419.)

This which was written in 1910 by Philip Kerr, who based his
opinions on his profound knowledge of international politics, we
find repeated in other words and other circumstances by one of
the outstanding experts on contemporary European history, E. L.
Woodward, Fellow of All Souls' College, Oxford, who has very
pertinently grasped the profound causes of the present war:1

"The world, and particularly the English-speaking world, has
been too ready to assume that National Socialism is a freakish
thing, an accident of personalities, a sudden new turn in German
history; that the views held and put into practice* by Hitler, Goering,
and their unpleasant company are views which do not reach back
into the German past. It has also been suggested that Hitlerism is
a special and peculiar reaction, of a virulent pathological kind, to the

1 E. L. Woodward, The Origins of the War, Oxford Pamphlets on World Affairs,
No. 41, 1940.
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